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An orphanage is an institution dedicated to
caring for orphans (children who have lost
their parents) and abused, abandoned, and
neglected children. Generally the word or-
phanage is used interchangeably with softer
language such as a children's home or group
home. Largely seen as an inferior alternative
to family-based childcare such as some forms
of foster care, adoption, and other family-
based child-care, orphanages may be pri-
vately or publicly funded, and many such as
ours, are run by religious organizations. Why
do Mexican children become homeless?
Because of the following: divorce or separa-
tion of the parents, family and domestic vio-
lence, personal iliness of parent (s) or caregiv-
ers, alcohol and/or drug and solvent abuse by
parents or the child, neglect and abuse of the
child leading to the child deciding to leave
home, one or both parents in prison, child
unable to work and contribute to the family
income, (children with a handicap are more
likely to be abandoned), parental lack of liter-
acy skills and schooling, poor social skills and
life skills of the parents, mental health, mental
handicap, and/or physical health problems in
either the parents or the child, poverty or un-
employment, parents unable to pay rent, emi-
gration, economic migration of the parents to
the U.S., and single parents unable to com-
bine work and childcare.
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Our core mission is today, as it was 31 years ago, to serve the orphaned and
abandoned children of our region in Mexico. From the beginning, we knew that
the education of our children would be one of our greatest challenges.

Many of our children have serious learning disabilities that make success
difficult in the public school system. However, God has gifted us with special
resources that enable us to expand our licensed special education school to a
full first-through-ninth grade curriculum. It was our privilege this year to gradu-
ate 15 children from sixth grade and 5 young people from ninth grade, many
of them continue their education.

What an inspiring testimony to how Christ, through
the course of life for these once homeless children !
Let us share with you a couple of cases that will warm your heart.
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Thank You!

g +-'
0 +¥0 €
¢0 100 /

-+




